
Adaptive Skills Assessment  

Pre-K - Grade 3 

 

Children’s Progress 
Academic Assessment 

(CPAA) 
 



Children’s Progress Overview 

• Founded at Columbia 

• Research Partners  
– MIT, Yale, UTEP,  

Penn State 

• Research Grants 
– U.S. Dept of Ed.,  

 NSF, NIH 

• Joined Northwest  
Evaluation Association  
(NWEA) 

Columbia 

University 



Children’s Progress 
Academic Assessment 

• Data to drive instruction 

• Stand-alone or with MAP 

• Child-friendly, fun 

• Adaptive & scaffolded 

• Efficient 

• Instant reports 

• Instructional recommendations 

• Available in Spanish for PK-2 

 

 

CPAA 



Establishing a  
Continuous Process 

The Formative Assessment Cycle 



Step 1: __________          Assess  

The Formative Assessment Cycle 



Scope of Content 

Phonemic  

Awareness 

Phonics/  

Writing  

Mechanics 

Listening 

Reading Numeracy 

Measurement 
Patterns & 

Functions 

Operations 

Early Literacy Mathematics 



Ongoing Assessment:  

Growth & Skills 

Skills Assessment (CPAA) 

Growth Baseline Optional growth data point Growth Outcome 

MAP MAP MAP 

Fall Winter Spring 



MAP, CPAA, and RTI 

Tier 1:  
MAP as whole-group 

universal screener  

Tier 2:  
CPAA interventions for  

progress monitoring  

Tier 3:  
Guided diagnostics,  

evaluation or IEPs  

for individual students 



Assessment Demo 

•  Pre-K to 3 

 

•  Pre-K 

 

•  Grades K-1 

 

•  Grades 2-3  

http://childrensprogress.com/product-tour/index.shtml
http://childrensprogress.com/product-tour/index.shtml
http://childrensprogress.com/product-tour/index.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_pk.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_pk.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_pk.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_k-1.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_k-1.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_k-1.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_2-3.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_2-3.shtml
http://www.childrensprogress.com/product-tour/english_2-3.shtml


The benefit of scaffolded 
assessment 

Initial Question With Scaffolding 

Incorrect 

31% 

69% 

Correct 



The benefit of scaffolded 
assessment 

Initial Question With Scaffolding 

31% 

52% 

17% 

Correct on first try 

Correct with a hint 

Incorrect, even with hint 

Different instructional needs 



Adaptive Structure 
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More 

challenging 

Vowel  

Sound 

Rhyming Blending 

Syllable 

Counting 

Phonemic  

Addition  

Final  

Sound 

Phonemic Awareness 
Winter, First Grade 
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incorrect 

correct 

correct  
w/ hint 

Vowel  

Sound 

Rhyming Blending 

Syllable  

Counting 

Phonemic  

Addition  

Final Sound 



Thousands of Unique Paths 
through a single Concept 

in a single grade 

incorrect 

correct 

correct  
w/ hint 
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Step 2: __________          

The Formative Assessment Cycle 

Report 



Reports Overview 

• Instant  

• Web-based 

• Interactive 

• Easy to use 

• Standards-aligned 

• Multiple levels 

 

DISTRICT 

CLASS 

SCHOOL 

STUDENT 



Scoring Rubric 

• Examines child’s  
“path” through 
each concept 

• Describes progress 
toward end of year 
objectives 

• Provides at-a-glance 
information about  
each child’s ZPD 

 

Above Expectation (4)  

At Expectation (3)  

Approaching Expectation (2) 

Below Expectation (1) 



Reports: Student Level 

DISTRICT 

CLASS 

SCHOOL 

STUDENT 









Reports: Class Level 

DISTRICT 

CLASS 

SCHOOL 

STUDENT 









Reports: School &  
District Level 

DISTRICT 

CLASS 

SCHOOL 

STUDENT 







Step 3: __________          

The Formative Assessment Cycle 

Teach 













Recap 

Easy 
• to implement 

• to administer 

• to move from data to action 


